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Editorial by Carl Berberich 

 

Where Have All the Insects Gone? 

This is the alternative title for the TU DAREôs Driftless Symposiumôs óRisks Posed by 

Neonicotinoid Insecticides to Wisconsinôs Wadeable Streamsô presentation by Mike Miller of 

Wisconsinôs DNR. He presented a scientific report on the effects of neonics insecticides on 

invertebrates in Wisconsin. This video is on YouTube and can be found at 

https://youtu.be/rYsy21lNHt0.  

 

Basically, 100% of all corn seeds, are coated with this insecticide and 65% of soybeans are 

coated with it. This insecticide is far more deadly to insects than DDT from the 1950ôs; however, 

it appears to cause much additional harm to aquatic macroinvertebrate species too. It is an 

interesting video to watch. 

 

FYI: Feedlot Size Expansions Issues in the Western Driftless Counties 

1. The Fillmore County (in southern MN) board on Feb 28 just voted to double the Animal Unit 
feedlot number from 2000 AU to 4000 AU. It was stated by the press, that correspondence, 
petitions, and direct testimony to the county board was largely against this increase. 
However, it was approved unanimously by the board. What is the next step in the 
controversy? 

 

2. The Winona County (southern MN) has a feedlot cap at 1500 AU, which has been under 
debate and lawsuits for the last few years. However, there have been several large fish kills 
in Winona County and many rural wells are contaminated with nitrates. Whereas the local 
Daley Farms wants to expand feedlot size to 6000 AU and has sued organizations and 
individuals against this. 

 

3. In Iowa, according to Mike Rogers President of IA Driftless Chapter, the legal issues with 
{ǳǇǊŜƳŜ .ŜŜŦΩǎ ŜȄǇŀƴǎƛƻƴ ƴŜŀǊ .ƭƻƻŘȅ wǳƴ /ǊŜŜƪ (near Marquette, IA) to 11,600 cattle is 
still waiting for ŀ WǳŘƎŜΩǎ final ruling. Trout Unlimited has joined with The Izaak Walton 
League to fight this in court. 

 

Two groups in Minnesota that oppose this are: 

 

1. Responsible Ag in Karst Country (RAKC): RAKC is a group of farmers, rural residents, business 
owners, and other citizens from southeast Minnesota who are deeply concerned about 
protecting our drinking water, clean air, small towns, property values via responsible 
agriculture. 
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2. Land Stewardship Project. Website: They are having a get-together on April 13 in St Paul, 
MN. This is Family Farm Breakfast + Lobby Day!  CǊƻƳ [{tΥ ά!ŦǘŜǊ ŀ ŘŜƭƛŎƛƻǳǎΣ ƭƻŎŀƭƭȅ- and 
sustainably-ǎƻǳǊŎŜŘ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎΣ 
ǿŜΩƭƭ ƘŜŀŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ŀǇƛǘƻƭ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎΣ ǎǳŎƘ 
as the Commissioner of the Minnesota Department of Agriculture and Attorney General 
Keith Ellison! Lobby visits will be arranged on your behalf and training is provided. 
¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊƴƛƎƘǘ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΦέ 

 

 

HTU Chapter Members Meeting on March 6 
By John Weiss, HTU Board member 

 

ñCuba, the ñPearl of the Antilles,ò is one of the most 

important biodiversity hotspots worldwide, being the most 

biologically dense and diverse island in the Caribbean ï 

with some of the most pristine beaches, the largest and 

densest forests, and the healthiest reefs.ò One is the Jardines 

de la Reina. 

ñItôs estimated that the currently permitted 2,000 divers and 

1,000 sport fishing visitors (to Jardines) generate nearly $10 

million a year in revenues, of which over $1.5 million 

directly or indirectly support park protection.ò 
 
 

Marlene Huston did her bit more than a month ago to help 

fund restoration and preservation of the Jardines. Oh yes, she 

also caught some really nice fish and saw Cuban culture 

(including how to make cigars). 

 

Huston, who we know for her teaching fly casting, spoke in 

early March to Hiawatha TU members, most in person, some on ZOOM. 

 

She said a friend in November told her about an Italian company that arranges for the divers and 

anglers to go to Jardines. In her case, it was for 14 U.S. fly anglers to go to the area, spend 

several days on a 120-foot-long boat and go out on seven 17-foot skiffs for 5 1/2 days of fishing. 

 

She was in the tourism business for many years and often wonders how one could go to Cuba. 

Now she knows. ñI jumped on the chance to go because I know that it limits anglers and is really 

a pristine area to fish.ò 

 

Just getting the gear she needed was a job. She brought along 8- 9- and 10-weight rods, along 

with heavy tippets and special saltwater reels and line to fish for permit, bonefish and tarpon. 

One mistake she made was not getting them early enough to become really familiar with the 

much heavier rods than those generally used around here. (She even tried a 12-weight: ñthat was 

hard.ò) Her new rods will, however, be great for muskie and northern fishing, she said. 

 

https://facebook.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=84df623996a527323fbd9a04f&id=4b63332dda&e=f43b560724
http://awsassets.wwf.ca/downloads/wwf_in_cuba_2012.pdf
http://awsassets.wwf.ca/downloads/wwf_in_cuba_2012.pdf
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Oddly, the flies she brought with would be familiar to many trout anglers, such as Clousers. 

While she brought several dozen flies, she used maybe three the whole time. It was all catch-and-

release except for a few other species caught for dinner. 

 

She said she flew into Miami Feb. 2, met with the other anglers and got the rest of the 

documentation (there was a lot of it). Only recently have Americans been allowed to fly directly 

to Cuba. The next day, they landed in Camagüey and spent the first night there, seeing the sights 

in a ô55 Chevy. And she learned a lot about Cuban cigars and rum. The next day, the 14 took a 

three-hour boat ride to the 120-foot boat and met their seven guides. 

 

Three pairs of anglers stayed together the whole time while the others switched fishing partners 

and guides daily. ñIn Cuba, those guides are like godsò and earn a lot more than doctors, she 

said. There was no chance to buy anything else on the boat, or in the city, for that matter; she had 

to bring everything with her. But she found she brought much more than she needed. 

 

On the full days, after an early breakfast, two anglers and a guide would go out on skiffs 

powered by 70-hp motors. Once in the flats, which might not be more than 3 feet deep, the guide 

would use a 27-foot fiberglass pole and search for the fish. It was a bit early in the tarpon season 

so only the smaller ones were available. Later, the ones that could weight much more than 100 

pounds, would come into the shallows. They didnôt just cast, cast and cast some more, but would 

wait for the guide to see a fish and they would then cast to that fish. Each angler had a half hour 

in the casting area while the other waited. 

 

Temperatures regularly pushed into the 90s, but the wind helped cool them. They had to cover up 

nearly all their skin, but she went barefoot, using special reef-friendly sunscreen. 

 

They used the watch face system (fish at 2 oôclock) but that was a problem because the wind and 

the guide moved the boat. But that was no problem because ñin the excitement, you forgot about 

it,ò she said. The biggest problem was she was used to setting the hook on trout where you just 

give it a slight tug with the rod tip up. In Jardines, you dropped the rod tip and stripped in line 

fast and hard. ñYou never stop stripping.ò One day she missed more than she caught.  

 

Guides ñget excited because they want you to catch fish.ò They record each fish caught or 

missed. With tarpon, you donôt even have to land it, just getting it to stand on its tail ñis 

considered a big deal. I lost a lot of fish that but that didnôt matter.ò 

 

Permits were fewer than tarpon or bonefish so if you caught a permit, ñitôs game on because they 

are the hardest to catch.ò If you caught one, you tried for a grand slam - a permit, bonefish and 

tarpon in one day. If you could bring in a tarpon close enough to touch the leader, it counts for a 

fish caught. The fish can take you to backing two or three times. 

 

The area was once overfished but now, with more regulations about numbers of anglers and 

keeping fish, itôs coming back. Also, the fishery is connected to the Florida fishery because they 

are relatively close. Because ecotourism working well in Cuba, other countries are beginning to 

do the same thing. 
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Looking back on it, she said she would have gone better prepared to cast the new rods. But she 

said she would ñgo back in a minuteò because fishing was great, and she loved seeing the 

different culture. 

 

Win-Cres TU Chapter Meeting March 22 
By Tom Stevens Win-Cres Board member 

Win-Cres welcomed and thanked 

Paul Krahn, TUDARE Stream 

Restoration Specialist, as our guest 

speaker.  Paul shared his 

responsibilities and focus of working 

with various partners to implement 

habitat projects in the Driftless area 

which encompasses 24,000 square 

miles.  Paul shared the coordination 

of NRCS (Natural Resources 

Conservation Service) and the RCPP 

(Regional Conservation Partnership 

Program) to address on-farm-

watershed concerns and the 

combined emphasis to address stream 

habitat for not only trout but all non-

game species such as amphibians, 

reptiles, birds, etc.  Paul shared the 

NCRS financial assistance 

parameters, funding sources, and requirements for landowners including the various types of 

habitat work that could be considered for funding.  Paul also highlighted what is happening in 

Iowa and Wisconsin including such things as culvert inventories.   

 

Paul also provided information 

regarding the WiseH20 app and 

how anglers can use their phones 

with this app to evaluate the 

health of a stream and share that 

information with the appropriate 

resources.  

 

Win-Cres thanks Paul for a very 

informative presentation 

highlighting the work of various 

partner organizations to improve 

upland conservation, water 

quality, fish habitat, and 

including other stream 

populations.   
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Iowa Driftless Chapter  
By Mike Rogers President of Driftless Chapter

Ever pull a rock to identify the bug life in 

your local stream to find little, tiny 

cocoon type tubes attached to the bottom 

of the rock, or even see these ñcocoonsò 

with a little green worm like creature 

protruding from it?  If youôve bugged out 

on turning rocks like many of us, chances 

are you have seen these and know that they are caddis larva.  

Some caddis, build casings with materials such as rocks/sticks 

as well as using their silk to hold it all together.  There are a 

few purposes that these are thought to be used for by the 

caddis, but regardless of that exact reason, they can be highly 

effective in trout streams when drifting through the currents as 

if theyôve been washed downstream.   

 

To tie, I start with a size 14-16 jig style hook to really 

help elongate the casing--they are naturally straight 

and would not look proper on a midge/grub hook.  

You can use a black bead-head for this, but I like the 

look better without a bead-head and instead using a 

solid few wrap of lead-free wire.  From there, using 

black thread, secure in the lead-free wire from the 

hook bend forward to about 2/3 of the way to the 

hook eyeðyou will need room to display the 

emerging green caddis from the casing.  Wrap the 

thread to the back end of the wire and prepare 

dubbing.  Dubbing preparation can be your own 

concoction, but I think a small mix of dark brown, 

black, and a slight bit of dark green provides the best 

and most natural casing colors.  Tie dubbing mixture 

in and wrap up to the end of the lead wire closest to 

the eye of the hook and give a few wraps to secure it.  

From there, prepare a dark green dubbing and make 

sure you dub this on finer than you did the casing 

dubbing as the caddis should be smaller in diameter 

than the casing portion.  Dub this to just below the 

eye of the hook, leaving enough room for a prominent 

black head, which you can achieve simply by giving 

several wraps above the green dubbing with your 

black thread.  Legs for this fly are totally optionalð

they provide a great look but might not be the 

difference between more or less fish.  If you choose 

to tie in legs, rotating your vice with the fly upside 

down and tying in a few fibers of partridge is a good 

choice.   

Hotel Winneshiek Opera House
Saturday April 29th in Decorah, IA

Doors Open @ 6 pm
Scan QR Code to Purchase Tickets

Online
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TIC: Minnesota Trout -In -the-Classroom Questionnaire Results 
By the Anthony Middle School, Minneapolis, MN

 

What/Who and How is TIC involved - 

Grade level/topic, # involved, etc.  

7th grade ï Life & Physical science (60 
kids)  
 

How long has TIC been running at your 

school? 

2 years 

  

Where do students release their trout in 

the spring? 

Vermillion River ï near Farmington  

 

What are students currently learning 

about related to TIC? 

We have been studying chemistry ï acids, 

bases, pH ï great ways to incorporate the trout tank environment and prepare for our upcoming 

ecosystems unit.   

 

Do they do any special TIC activities, projects, or field trips during the school year? 

We typically have the aquatic insect presentation come out and students LOVE it!  We use that 

intro as part of our study of ecosystems and food webs.  The students then use TU resources to 

redesign a channelized stream that incorporates both abiotic and biotic factors that theyôve 

learned about during our study of trout habitats and our ñtrout tankò.  

When time allows, we have the students tie flies and learn more about the different life stages of 

those aquatic insects.  

 

What are a few highlights from your time in 

the program? 

Iôve seen some students that are a little hesitant 

to engage in chemistry ñdiveò in when the 

chemistry involves the trout.  There is a certain 

sense of importance about learning chemistry 

topics because they directly tie into the fish that 

students see every day.  The students are always 

fascinated by the aquatic insects that are in the 

lakes in streams around them.  It really does 

open their eyes to conservation of the aquatic 

ecosystems we have here.  The students really 

take to heart their role as stewards of our in-class 

ecosystem and take that with them when they 

leave.  
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Early Spring in the Driftless 
By Jason Rieke 

The end of March and beginning 

of April is a great time to be in 

the driftless. Our snowpack has 

begun to dwindle, and it wonôt be 

long before itôll be gone. The 

smaller creeks in the area are 

shaping up and it wonôt be long 

until the bigger systems clear up 

as well. Spring is coming and so 

is some great fishing! We 

currently sit in a nice little 

window between the break of 

winter and the catch and keep 

opener on April 15th. The fishing 

is great, and the crowds are still 

relatively low. After the opener 

there is typically an influx of 

anglers, and while the fishing can 

still be great, sometimes the solitude can be a little less. 

 

What to fish: 

When there isnôt an obvious hatch 

going on (or even sometimes 

when there isé), my favorite way 

to fish this time of year is to throw 

small to medium streamers. Flies 

in the 1-3ò range with some flash 

and action from sili legs tend to 

work well for me. After a long 

winter, trout in the spring seem to 

be ferociously hungry. Watching a 

fish attack a streamer with 

reckless abandon and witnessing 

the barbaric eat is unforgettable. 

When the conditions are right 

these spring days can be some of 

the highest fish count days of the 

year.  When the conditions arenôt 

right, I may resort to throwing 

nymphs but more times than not 

Iôll be stubborn and stick with a 

streamer. Sometimes it pays off with the nicest fish of the day. 

Angler Kyle Moses hooking into a springtime trout. March 30, 2019 
 

Day before trout opener streamer eater. April 14, 2017 
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Other spring advantages - rare fish:  

In the driftless we have mainly brown trout, 

rainbow trout, and brook trout. For the lucky few 

that have come across them, we also have a 

beautiful hybrid; the tiger trout. Tiger trout are a 

cross between a male brook trout and a female 

brown trout. In other areas of the country, these 

fish are produced in hatcheries and stocked into 

rivers and lakes. In the driftless these fish are a 

wild yet rare anomaly, a true gem. Iôm not quite 

sure what it is about this time of year, but the 

majority of the tiger trout that I have caught and 

have seen caught by others have been in the 

spring. 
S 

Whether you would like solitude before the 

trout opener crowds come, a fun day of 

streamer fishing, or a chance at a rare tiger 

trout, early spring is a great time to fish the 

driftless. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Aquatic Management Area: Little Cannon River 
By Bob Luck, President TCTU 

The Little Cannon River is one of the best kept secrets in 

Southern Minnesota.  The trout population is not that large, 

but there are some huge browns in the river!  One of the 

reasons it is a well-kept secret is that there has been no 

public access. That has changed now.  A stretch of the 

river south of Sogn was purchased by the Trust for Public 

Land and turned over to the DNR which has turned it into 

an Aquatic Management Area.   

A dedication ceremony for the new AMA will be held on 

April 12th from 4 to 6 pm, and TU members are 

invited!  Feel free to come early with your rod!   

 

Details, location, and registration: 

https://tu.myeventscenter.com/event/Little-Cannon-River-Aquatic-Management-Area-75026 

 

SE MN tiger. April 29, 2018    

SW WI tiger. April 2, 2020 

https://tu.myeventscenter.com/event/Little-Cannon-River-Aquatic-Management-Area-75026



