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Editorial by Carl Berberich

Where HaveAll the Insects Gone?
This is the alternative title fortheU DA MEG F t | e s s RskgiPosedhy u mo
Neonicotinoid Insectici debpresentatiody Mike blilkesaf n
Wi s ¢ o DBIR. Hepesented a scientific report on the effects of neangesticideson
invertebrates in Wisconsin. Thigdeo is on YouTube anchn be founcat
https://youtu.be/rYsy21INHtO
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Basically,100% ofall corn seedsare coated with this iesticide and 65% of soybeans are
coated with it. This insecticide is far more deadly to insects thanfodit h e 1Hbweded, s ;
it appears to cause muabdditionalharm toaquatic macroiertebrate specideo. It is an
interesting video to watch

FYI: Feedlot SizeExpansionsissuesin the Western Driftless Counties
1. The Fillmore Countfin southern MN)oard on Feb 28istvoted to double the Animal Unit
feedlot number from 2000 AU to 4000 AU. It was stdbgdhe pressthat correspondence
petitions, anddirecttestimonyto the county boardvas largely against this increase.
However, i was approved unanimously by the boaklhat is the next step in the
controversy?

2. TheWinona Countysouthern MN)has a feedlot cap at 1500 AU, which has been under
debateand lawsuitdor the last few yeardHowever, here have beeseveral largdish kills
in Winona Countyand many rural wells are contaminated with nitrat®ghereas the local
Daley Farmwantsto expandfeedlot sizeto 6000AU andhas sued organizians and
individualsagainstthis.

3. Inlowa, &cording to Mike Rogeresident oi A Driftless Chapter, the legal issues with
{ dZLINBYS . SST¥Q& SELI y &dedr Wargu&te, Ngjo.11600&tk is w dzy
still waiting forl  Wdzihal &ldg Trout Unlimited has joined with The Izaak Walton
League to fight this in court.

Two groupsn Minnesotathat oppose this are:

1. Responsible Ag in Karst Country (RAREKC is a group of farmers, rural residents, business
owners, and other citizensom southeast Minnesota who are deeply concerned about
protecting our drinking water, clean air, small towns, property values via responsible
agriculture.
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https://youtu.be/rYsy21lNHt0

2. Land Stewardshiproject.Website Theyare havinga gettogether an April 13m St Paul,
MN. Thisis Family Farm Breakfast + Lobby DBfC NB Y [ {t Y a&! FiSab |l RS A«
sustainablyd 2 dZNOSR oOoNBF {1 FlLad> 6KSNBE &2dzQff KI @S (K
gSQft KSIR 2@0SNJ G2 GKS /IFLAG2t G2 YSSO 6A0K
as the Commissioner of éhMinnesota Department of Agriculture and Attorney General
Keith EllisonLobby visits will be arranged on your behalf and training is provided.
CNI YALRNIFGAZ2Y YR 20SNYAIKG | O02YY2RI(A2ya

HTU Chapter Members Meeting onMarch 6

By John Weiss, HTU Board member

ACuba, the APear | ofmosthe e of
important biodiversity hotspots worldwigdbeing the most . :

biologically dense and diverse island in the Caribbéan - Bamboo Rods

with some of the most pristine beaches, the largest and E ; ;_-, :
densest or est s, and the healt T U s e S
de la Reina. $% = -

filtos dehmttthie cuaently permitted 2,000 divers an g
1,000 sport fishing visitors (to Jardines) generate nearly S
million a year in revenues, of which over $1.5 million §
directly or indirectly sug

Marlene Huston did her bit more thamanth ago to help
fund restoration and preservation of the Jardines. Oh yes
also caught some really nice fish and saw Cuban culture
(including how to make cigars).

Huston, who we know for her teaching fly casting, spoke iy =
early March to Hiawatha Ttthembers, most in person, some on ZOOM.

She said a friend in November told her about an Italian company that arranges for the divers and
anglers to go to Jardines. In her case, itfwad4 U.S. fly anglers to go to the area, spend
several days on a 1Z0ot-long boat and go out on sevenfbot skiffs for 5 1/2 dagof fishing.

She was in the tourism business for many years and often wonders how one could go to Cuba.
Now she knows. Al jumped on t heangldissaamddsegeallyo g o
a pristine area to fish.o

Just getting the gear she needed was a job. She brougiBa®rand 16weight rods, along

with heavy tippets and special saltwater reels and line to fish for permit, bonefish and tarpon.

One mistake shmade was not getting them early enough to become really familiar with the

much heavier rods than those generally used around here. (Sheeventrigealg ht : At hat
hard. o) Her new rods will, however,. be great


https://facebook.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=84df623996a527323fbd9a04f&id=4b63332dda&e=f43b560724
http://awsassets.wwf.ca/downloads/wwf_in_cuba_2012.pdf
http://awsassets.wwf.ca/downloads/wwf_in_cuba_2012.pdf

Oddly, the flies she brought with would be familiar to many trout anglers, su@lowasers.
While she brought several dozen flies, she used maybe three the whole time. It was-ali@atch
release except for a few other species caught for dinner.

Shesaid she flew into Miami Feb. 2, met with the other anglers and got the rest of the

documentation (there was a lot of it). Only recently have Americans been allowed to fly directly

to Cuba. The next day, they landed in Camagiel/ spent the first nighteéhe, seeing the sights

in a 0655 Chevy. And she | earned athelléotbokabout C
threehour boat ride to the 12f@ot boat and met their seven guides.

Three pairs of anglers stayed together the whole time while thesativéched fishing partners

and guides daily. Aln Cuba, those guides are
said. There was no chance to buy anything else on the boat, or in the city, for that matter; she had
to bring everything with her. Bishe found she brought much more than she needed.

On the full days, after an early breakfast, two anglers and a guide would go out on skiffs

powered by 7éhp motors. Once in the flats, which might not be more than 3 feet deep, the guide
would use a 27oot fiberglass pole and search for the fish. It was a bit early in the tarpon season

so only the smaller ones were available. Later, the ones that could weight much more than 100
pounds, would come into the shalenmomedbutwolilhey di
wait for the guide to sefish and they wouldhencast to that fish. Each angler had a half hour

in the casting area while the other waited.

Temperatures regularly pushed into 88s,but the wind helped cool them. They had to cayer
nearly all theirskin, but she went barefoot, using special +ieeindly sunscreen.

They used the watch face system (fish at 2 o060
the guide moved the boat. B ut entehtadu fovgatabout o pr o
it, 0 she said. The biggest problem was she wa

give it a slight tug with the rod tip up. In Jardines, you dropped the rod tip and stripped in line
fast and hard. piYgu on®Owner datyos het Migsed mor e

Gui des fnget excited because they want you to
mi ssed. With tarpon, you dondét even have to |
consideredabigded!l ost a | ot of fish that but that did

Permits were fewer than tarpon or bonefish so
are the hardest to catch. o6 | f-apemnid, bonefishgridt one,
tarpon in one day. If you could bring in a tarpon close ehaagouch the leader, it counts for a

fish caught. The fish can take you to backing two or three times.

The area was once overfished but now, with more regulations about numbers of anglers and
keeping fish, 1td6s c¢omi ndtotheaRokda fishetydergusetthrye f i s
are relatively close. Because ecotourism working well in Cuba, other countries are beginning to

do the same thing.



Looking back on it, she said she would have gone better prepared to cast the new rods. But she
sadsle woul d figo back i n agreatiamishe éoved deengthel se f i s hi
different culture.

Win-Cres TU Chapter MeetingMarch 22

By Tom Steven®Vin-Cres Board memlve

Win-Cres welcomed and thanked
Paul Krahn, TUDARE Stream HIT
Restoration Specialishs our guest
speaker. Paul shared his
responsibilities and focus of working
with various partners to implement
habitat projects in the Driftless area
which encompasses 24,000 square
miles. Paul shared the coordination
of NRCS (Natural Resources
Conservéion Service) and the RCPP,
(Regional Conservation Partnership
Program) to address darm-
watershed concerns and the
combined emphasis to address streq
habitat for not only trout but all nen
game species such as amphibians, &
reptiles, birds, etc. Paul gled the
NCRS financial assistance ;
parameters, funding sources, and requirements for Iandowners mcludmg the various types of
habitat work that could be considered for funding. Paul also highlighted what is happening in
lowa and Wisconsin including sudhiigs as culvert inventories.

Paul also provided information

Y regarding the WiseH20 app and
. 93 how anglers can use their phones
with this app to evaluate the
health of a stream and share that
information with the appropriate
resources.

Win-Cres thanks Paul for a very
informative presentation
highlighting the work of various
partner organizations to improve
upland conservation, water
quality, fish habitat, and
including other stream
populations.




lowa Driftless Chapter
By Mike Rogers President of Driftless Chapte

Ever pull a rock to identify the bug life i
your local stream to find little, tiny
“4 cocoon type tubes attached to the botto
= of the rock, or e
with a little green worm like creature
protruding from it
\ .| on turnirg rocks like many of us, chance
are youhaveseen these and know that they are caddis larva
Some caddidbuild casings with materials such as rocks/stic
as well as using their silk to hold it all together. There are &
few purposes that these are tgbuto be used for by the
caddis, but regardless of that exact reason, they can be hig
effective in trout streams when drifting through the currents
if theydve been washed dow

.

To tie, | start with a size 146 jig style hook taeally
help elongate the casithey are naturally straight
— . and would not look proper on a midge/grub hook.

. You can use a black bedead for this, but | like the
look better without a bealddead and instead using a
. solid few wrap of leadree wire Fromthere, using
black thread, secure in the lelade wire from the
hook bend forward to about 2/3 of the way to the
L ‘ e ~=—- hook ey@ you will need room to display the
= 013 0pen @ 6 4 ] "\~ = emerging green caddis from the casing. Wrap the
s ..-~>‘- e 10 Purc -/;9?%- “(\ thread to the back end of the wire and prepare

L —— 1772 \\ dubbing. Dubbing preparation can be your own

concoction, but I think a small mix of dark brown,
black, and a slight bit of dark green provides the best
and most natural casing colors. Tie dubbing mixture
in and wrap up to the end of the lead wire closest t
the eye of the hook and give a few wraps to secure it.
From there, prepare a dark green dubbing and make
sure you dub this on finer than you did the casing
dubbing as the caddis should be smaller in diameter
than the casing portion. Dub this to juskdvethe
eye of the hook, leaving enough room for a prominent
black head, which you can achieve simply by giving
several wraps above the green dubbing with your
black thread. Legs for this fly are totally optiohal
they provide a great look but might notthe
difference between more or less fish. If you choose
to tie in legs, rotating your vice with the fly upside

oAES: SA. Q.
PurEN =5 ot M noam down and tying in a few fibers of partridge is a good
choice.

TOUR INFO AND TICKETS AT FLYFILMTOUR.COM




TIC: Minnesota Trout -In-the-Classroom Questionnaire Results
By the Anthony Middle School, Minneapolis, MN

W What/Who and How isTIC involved -

;‘-‘--’@ﬁou C‘IEM’STEY Grade level/topic, # involved, etc.

7t grade i Life & Physical science (60

[T F | AWV NITRTTE INfrene | ks i
+ NITRATE[ P kids)

| | How long has TIC been running at your
| school?
- | 2years

|| Where do students release their trout in
the spring?
Vermillion Riveri near Farmington

| What are students currently learning
about related to TIC?
We have been studying chemistrgacids,
bases, pH great ways to incorporate the trout tank environmadt@epare for our upcoming
ecosystems unit.

Do they do any special TIC activities, projects, or field trips during the school year?

We typically have the aquatic insect presentation come out and students LONE itse that

intro as part of our studyf ecosystems and food webBhe students then use TU resources to
redesign a channelized stream that incorporat
|l earned about during our study of trout habit
When timeallows, we have the students tie flies and learn more about the different life stages of
those aquatic insects.

What are a few highlights from your time in
the program?

| 6ve seen some studen A careful countis
to engage i n oheathe st r required as part of the |
chemistry involves the troufThere is a certain i DNR pemf;it:rocess\o i
sense of importance about learning chemistry have our fish. T
topics because they directly tie into the fish tha
students see every dayhe students are always
fascinated by the aquatic insects that are in the
lakes in streams around thebreally does
open their eyes to conservation of the aquatic
ecosystems we have herEhe students really
take to heart their role as stewards of ouclass
ecosystem and take that with them when they
leave.




Early Spring in the Driftless

By Jason Rieke

The end of March and beginning
of April is a great time to be in
the driftless. Our snowpack has
begun to dwindl
l ong before ito
smaller creeks in the area are
shaping up and
until the bigger systems clear up
as well. Spring is comingna so

is some great fishing! We
currently sit in a nice little
window between the break of
winter and the catch and keep

is great,and the crowds are still
relatively low. After the opener
there is typically an influx of . . et N —— =
anglers, and while the fishing can Angler Kyle Moses hooking into a springtime trout. March 30, 2019
still be great, sometimes the solitude can be a Tittle [ess.

What to fish:

When there isnb
going on (or even sometimes
when there isé)

to fish this time of year is to thro
small to medium streamers. Flies
inthe:t30 range wi't
and action from sili legs tend to
work well for me. Afte a long
winter, trout in the spring seem tc
be ferociously hungry. Watching i
fish attack a streamer with
reckless abandon and witnessing
the barbaric eat is unforgettable.
When the conditions are right -
these spring days can be some o
the highest fish amt days of the [~
yearWhen the conc¢
right, | may resort to throwing
nymphs but more times than not
I 61 | be stubbor
streamer. Sometimes it pays off with the nicest fish of the day.

Day before trout opener streamer eater. April 14, 2017




Other spring advantages- rare fish:

In the driftless we have mainly brown trout,
rainbow trout, and brook trout. For the lucky fe
that have come across them, we also have a
beautiful hybrid; the tiger trout. Tiger trout are a
cross between a male brook trontlaa female
brown trout. In other areas of the country, these
fish are produced in hatcheries and stocked int
rivers and lakes. In the driftless these fish are a
wild yet rare anomaly
sure what it is about this time of year, Ithe
majority of the tiger trout that | have caught and

have seen caught by others have been in the /
spring. ] SE MN tiger. April 29, 2018

S

a Whether you would like solitude before the
trout opener crowds come, a fun day of
streamer fishing, or a chance at a rare tiger
trout, early spng is a great time to fish the
driftless.

SW WI tiger. April 2, 2020

New Aguatic Management Area: Little Cannon River
By Bob Luck, President TCTU

The Little Cannon River is one of the best kegtrets in g7k
Southern MinnesotaThe trout population is not that large} '/
but there are some huge browns in the riv@rle of the i
reasons it is a wekept secret is that there has been no
public access. That has changed néwstretch of the
river south 6 Sogn was purchased by the Trust for Publi
Land and turned over to the DNR which has turned it in
an Aquatic Management Area.
A dedication ceremony for the new AMA will be held on
April 12th from 4 to 6 pm, an@iU members are
invited! Feel free to ame early with your rod!

Details location,and registration:
https://tu.myeventscenter.com/event/LilannonRiver-AquaticManagemeniArea- 75026



https://tu.myeventscenter.com/event/Little-Cannon-River-Aquatic-Management-Area-75026




