Healthy Seeds,
Healthy Streams

- 2026 Action Plan to protect aquatic
insects from neonicotinoid
pesticides
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Core Team

e =S

John Thompson Monta Hayner, Tyler Kutscheid, Bob Luck Rich Femling, Angie Begosh, Lee Stoe, Chris O’Brien

2 have testified for the legislature, 3 have fishing-related businesses, 1 has a PhD in pollinators, and
all 8 are bug lovers!



TCTU Team: 30 members (file here)
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https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1LwLAm0c5uWuV8S_U0rsjClm72P53TKmY/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=109526071018929887922&rtpof=true&sd=true

We are the “hook and bullet” wing of a
broad coalition (working name: Alliance
for Healthy Seeds)

American Bird Conservancy .
NRDC Action Fund
Audubon U Mississippi Ri . .

uaubon Epper MISSISSIppLRIVEr Elestladls Action & Agroecology
Austin MN Chapter 10 Izaak Walton League of America etwor

Pollinate Minnesota
Clean River Partners

Pollinator Friendly Alliance
Clean Water Action

Renewing the Countryside

CURE )
Roots Return Heritage Farm

Environment Minnesota Sierra Club North Star Chapter

Environmental Working Group Vote Climate

Friends of Minnesota Scientific and Natural Areas Wes Libbey Northern Lakes Chapter
of Izaak Walton League

Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy ) ]
Wild Farm Alliance

Metro Blooms . .
Wild Ones Prairie Edge Chapter

Midwest Farmers of Color Collective . .
Wild Ones St. Croix Oak Savanna
. . Chapter
Minnesota Center for Environmental Advocacy

Xerces Society for Invertebrate
Minnesota Division Izaak Walton League of America Conservation



AHS Goal: To pass legislation in Minnesota
to regulate neonicotinoid pesticides

Ban use of treated seeds for specified field crops (esp. corn and
soybeans)

Prohibit needless lawn and garden uses of neonics and restrict
outdoor, non-agricultural uses of other systemic insecticides.

Allows MN Dept. of Agriculture to develop a waiver program to allow
use where farmers have a demonstrable pest problem, and to
permit non-ag uses in the case of an environmental emergency, like
invasive species.

Modeled after legislation passed in NY and VT



Action Plan Development Process

On January 10", the Core Team met to answer the following question:
“What should TCTU do in 2026 to drive legislation to regulate Neonics in Minnesota”?

We brainstormed 30-odd ideas, voted on them and developed a list of 6 key areas of focus with actions
and timeline



#1 Broaden the Coalition by recruiting
other sports and conservation groups

Contact the following groups by the end of January and hold a conversation by February 10th

Pheasants Forever Angie & Bob—have several
contacts

FFI—Upper Midwest Council Monta—on their board

MN Deer Hunters Association* Rich—has possible contact

Wild Turkey Federation* Lee

Back Country Hunters & Anglers Tyler—knows board member

Friends of the Mississippi River Rich—has contact

* Bob will send out a Mailchimp/social media post to find hunters in our chapter who may be
willing to help



#2 Organize in-person meetings for key
legislators and constituents

Meetings should ideally happen before the start of the legislative session on Feb. 17

Most important legislators are Sen. Aric Putnam (St. Cloud) , Ag. Committee Chair and Rep Rick
Hansen (S St. Paul) and Rep Paul Anderson (W Central MN) Ag Committee co-chairs. Lobbyists
Jasmine and Amos from the Coalition will help to organize the meetings.

Priority is Sen Putnam. We need to find willing constituents! Yves recruiting from his company, Monta
to contact guides Kip Vieth and Will Swanson. Rich to contact dealer “Stoplight Bait”, Bob provide “Fish
camp” roster to Monta (she recalls a St. Cloud participant), Tyler to speak with his dad who lives in St.
Cloud. Bob to provide talking points to everybody.

#2 Priority is Rep. Hansen. Bob to contact TCTU members who live in his district; Angie and Lee to
help get them educated if we get a volunteer.

Rep. Anderson is outside TCTU geography, but Lee has a personal contact through wife’s family



#3 Create 1-Page Flyer Focused on Hook
and Bullet Groups

Complete by Feb. 10

Talking points should include recreation economics and key neonic research findings

Team:

Monta (has econ data)

Angie (general content)

Lee (can help with graphics design)

The coalition has encouraged TCTU to create such a document; Bob will introduce the team to coalition
leaders Lucas Rhoads and Willa Childress to enlist their support.



#4 Include a Neonics Education Component
at every major TCTU Event in 2026

To include chapter meetings, Great Waters Expo and other key events

Bob will work with TCTU board to set aside time/space at each event

All core team members have volunteered to attend the events, talk with members, pass out lit, etc.



#5 Day(s) at the Capitol!

We will participate in a day being planned by the AHS coalition

We will consider leading a contingent at “Minnesota Water Action Day”, and recruit other water-related
members of our coaltion such as Clean River Partners, Clean Water Action and Izaak Walton League.
Bob to reach out to Lucas and Willa to discuss whether this would be impactful and feasible.



#6 Maintain close communication with
Coalition Partners

AHS holds a biweekly coalition call—soon to become weekly.
Bob has participated in this call.

John to replace Bob during his absence in Asia (Jan 29 to Apr. 15), and report key topics to Core team
as needed.

Bob has kept in close touch with MNTU (John Lenczewski, Exec Director; Mike Madigan, Advocacy
Chair) and will continue to do so.



Backup Slides—All Ideas and Votes

pugLIC1TY
M AR KETING

MRTER AL

Creats a Flicr 1o
educate others

At
i

mAre PHONE ;;Lté
4o LEQISLATYRES




