The Driftless Area team is diving into a busy summer season
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Greetings from the Driftless Areal!

The Driftless Area is special to all of us. In this season of gratitude and gift-giving, we want to
express our gratitude for the partners who bring energy and ideas, the landowners who choose
to improve habitat on their properties, the seasonal technicians who labor through the Driftless
summer taking measurements of culverts and water quality and the communities who support
the conservation of cold water and the beautiful Driftless landscape. We want to provide our
sincerest thank you to our own Peter Jonas, who has served as our DARE Partnerships
Specialist since late 2023. Peter is retiring from TU DARE and moving into the President role at
Clear Waters TU. He won’t be far away, and we suspect you will still be able to look him up for a
day of fishing in the hidden Driftless gems of Trempealeau and Buffalo counties!

Thank you for all you do!

Sara Strassman

Teamwork Leads to Dreamwork: Putting Wisconsin's
Wilson Creek back in its natural path
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| could damage done to Wilson Creek be undone to give the stream a new lease on life? The answer turns |
out to be yes — when you gather the right people in the right place at the right time. A large collection of
partners successfully negotiated an easement, re-meandered a straightened section of Wilson Creek,
improved habitat, restored riparian wetlands and created conditions for native plants to flourish in 2025.
And this is only phase one.
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Every River Needs a Champion

After months of hard work by a devoted and diverse group of staff, members and supporters, TU recently
rolled out a brand refresh: Every River Needs a Champion.

Check out this inspiring video that captures the essence of who we are.
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Clean water protections are under attack: Please voice
your concerns

The EPA and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers announced a proposed rule to significantly role back clean
water protections. The proposed rule eliminates protections for intermittent and ephemeral streams—
streams that are rain-dependent or flow seasonally —expanding on a recent Supreme Court decision that
significantly weakened protections for wetlands.

A 45-day comment period on the rule is open through Jan. 5. Please take a moment to stand up for clean
water.

TAKE ACTION NOW
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Newsletter exclusive: Tips and best practices for Winter
Trout Fishing in the Driftless

State parks in Minnesota and all the lowa Driftless are open to fishing in December. Cam Aker, who

heads TU’s Driftless Area work in lowa, shares some fishing tips and information to help your winter
fishing venture be successful, environmentally responsible and safe.
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Capital Culverts: The Road Stream Crossings of Dane
County

This summer marked the 3rd season of TU technicians collecting fish passage data at road stream

crossings in the Driftless Area. Our work was focused in Dane County this summer and involved a
collaboration with the Capital Area Regional Planning Commission.

READ MORE
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Cutting red tape: Congress to consider legislation
streamline some project approvals

Federal lawmakers have introduced the bipartisan Floodplain Enhancement and Recovery Act to reduce

regulatory barriers that slow or prevent ecosystem restoration in Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA)-mapped floodplains. TU and many other environmental and professional organizations
support the bill, emphasizing that reconnecting rivers with their natural floodplains reduces flood risks,
improves water quality, enhances wildlife habitat, and lowers long-term community costs.

READ MORE
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Quiet time: The Trout and | Both Need a Break

Peter Jonas, the partnership specialist for Trout Unlimited’s Driftless Area Restoration Effort, looks for a

silver lining to the end of the Wisconsin inland trout season in Aldo Leopold’s notion of “ethical restraint.”

READ MORE

Calendar of events

e Jan. 9-10, 2026: Practical Farmers of lowa Annual Conference, Des Moines.

o Feb. 7, 2026: Wisconsin Trout Unlimited Banquet, 4:30-9:30 p.m., Oshkosh Marriott
Waterfront Hotel and Convention Center

o Feb. 25-26: Driftless Area Stream Restoration Symposium, La Crosse

e Feb. 25, 2026: Environmental Advocacy Day — Des Moines, lowa

e Summer 2026: CX3, Minneapolis.

o Sept. 28-30, 2026. BeaverCon, Minneapolis

Driftless in the news

¢ River Falls Journal: Student project informs River Falls dam removal project

e Channel 3000: Road stream crossing data helping rural communities identify future flood
hazards
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o Fish and Wildlife Service: Fish and Wildlife Service and partners announce $234 in fish
habitat partnership awards
e Outdoor News: Four thoughts on habitat work to benefit fish and wildlife

o New York Times: EPA rule would drastically curb protections for wetlands
Thank you for your support,
Sara Strassman

Driftless Area Program Manager

Trout Unlimited

Like what you see?

Support Trout Unlimited’s mission to restore coldwater rivers
and streams — donate now to make a difference.
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