ATTENTION HUNTERS, ANGLERS, NATURE LOVERS AND OUTDOORS FOLKS

NEONIC-COATED SEEDS: WHY DO WE CARE, AND HOW CAN YOU HELP?

« Widespread use of neonicotinoid insecticides threatens the health of Minnesota ecosystems.

 Neonicotine seed coatings are currently exempt from regulation, though studies show
negligible financial benefit to farmers.>

« We are advocating for a targeted approach (not an all-out ban) to the regulation of
neonicotinoid-coated seeds, benefiting wildlife while maintaining farmer’s bottom lines.

« Join us in our fight to limit the use of neonics on seeds by educating fellow hunters, anglers,
concerned friends and neighbors and by talking to your legislators.

« Follow the QR code below and the Notes on page 2 to learn even more about neonics.

WHAT ARE NEONICS?
- Nicotine-based insecticides acting as neurotoxins
« Water soluble, easily leaching into streams, lakes, groundwater and drinking water
« Toxic seed coating on nearly all corn seeds and most soybean seeds
« Indiscriminate poisons having lethal and important sub-lethal effects on ability to reproduce,
escape prey and acquire food>3

WHAT DOES RESEARCH SUGGEST?

« Minnesota Department of Agriculture found at least one neonic in 95 percent of regularly
sampled flowing-water sites, and 87 percent of sites showed two or more neonies present.?

« At a minimum, 80 percent of neonics seed treatment leaches into water sources.

« Sustained levels of neonics sampled in urban lakes and streams

« Half of the U.S. population is exposed/to-at least one neonic chemical.?

« Children 3-5 years olds are subject t0-higher exposures, and therefore, higher risk.°®

« Sub-lethal exposure in people and animals may lead to reproductive difficulty, neurological
and developmental issues.® )

7

HOW ARE FISH AND THEIR FOOD SOURCES IMPACTED?
« Neonics are highly toxic to aquatic and terrestrial invertebrates that serve as a food source to
many animals including, but not limited to, fish.
« Over the past 10 years, anglers report drastically reduced, more sporadic insect hatches.
- Radar imagery of the Hexagenia hatch on the Mississippi River shows a nearly 50 percent
reduction in hatch volume.
 In 2002, MN stream anglers had an economic impact of over $47 million and 820 jobs.?

WHAT ARE THE IMPACTS ON POLLINATORS, BIRDS AND BEES?
« One neonic treated corn seed can Kkill 80,000 bees.!
« Sharp-tailed grouse and prairie-chicken livers (90 % and 76 %, respectively) sampled in
Minnesota had detectable concentrations of more than one neonicotinoid.”
« Insect mortality threatens human food production and reduces food available for birds, fish,
wild turkeys, pheasants and other animals that forage for insects.

ARE LARGE MAMMALS LIKE DEER IMPACTED?
« In 2019, 29 percent (64 percent in 2021) of deer sampled had levels associated with fawn
mortality and birth defects.”
« Deer spleen neonic incidence increased from 61 percent of deer sampled in 2019 to 94
percent in 2021.#
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For more info, visit our website twincitiestu.org, or email to neonics@twincitiestu.org
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